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Dear Ms. Salas:
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Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(a)(2), Game Show Network, LLC is filing with the Secretary an
original and one copy of this notice of an ex parte presentation in the above-captioned proceeding.

On April 30, 1998, Kim Cunningham, Vice President for Business Affairs of Game Show
Network, William Davenport of Preston Gates, and myself met with Jane Mago of Commissioner
Powell's office. At this meeting, we discussed the Game Show Network's concerns with the new
network exemption adopted by the Commission in the Report and Order in this docket, as set out
more fully in GSN's Petition for Reconsideration. We also discussed the Commission's failure to
adopt an exemption for interactive programming, as urged by Game Show Network.

A copy of the attached outline was also presented at the me

Enclosure

cc: Jane Mago, Esq. (without enclosure)
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• WHAT IS GAME SHOW NETWORK (GSN)?

• ECONOMICS OF NEW NETWORKS AND THE IMPACT OF
CLOSED CAPTIONING

• THE NEW NETWORK EXEMPTION DOES NOT WORK
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PROPOSED REVISION TO NEW NETWORK EXEMPTION

• FOR EXISTING NEW NETWORKS -- NO CLOSED CAPTIONING
REQUIREMENT UNTIL NETWORK IS AVAILABLE TO AT LEAST 20 MILLION
SUBSCRIBERS OR 4 YEARS FROM IMPLEMENTATION DATE OF THE
REGULATIONS, WHICHEVER IS LONGER

• IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR CAPTIONING SHOULD RUN FROM
EXPIRATION OF NEW NETWORK EXEMPTION

• UNDER CURRENT EXEMPTION, NEW NETWORKS "DROP IN" TO
COMMISSION REQUIREMENTS IN EFFECT WHEN THEIR EXEMPTIONS
EXPIRE

• GSN, FOR EXAMPLE, EFFECTIVELY GETS NO BENEFIT FROM NEW
NETWORK EXEMPTION

• COMMISSION SHOULD RAISE REVENUE EXEMPTION FROM $3 MILLION
TO $75 MILLION
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PROPOSED REVISION TO NEW NETWORK EXEMPTION
(CONTINUED)

• NOTWITHSTANDING NEW NETWORK EXEMPTION AS MODIFIED,
"SIGNIFICANTLY VIEWED" PROGRAMMING SHOULD BE CAPTIONED
IMMEDIATELY

• "SIGNIFICANTLY VIEWED PROGRAMMING," DEFINED AS ANY
PROGRAM WITH A RATING OF 2 (BASED ON TOTAL CABLE
SUBSCRIBERS IN U.S.) OVER SUSTAINED PERIOD
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INTERACTIVE PROGRAMMING CANNOT BE PRACTICALLY
CLOSED CAPTIONED

• INTERACTIVE PROGRAMMING SHOULD BE EXEMPT FROM CLOSED
CAPTIONING REQUIREMENTS

• DECISION IS WHOLLY ABITRARY, BASED ON PRIOR COMMISSION'S FINDING
THAT IF CAPTIONING INTERFERES WITH VIEWABILITY OF PROGRAM,
DISABLED PERSONS CAN SIMPLY "TURN OFF THE CAPTIONING"

• OBVIOUSLY, IF CAPTIONING WILL BE TURNED OFF ANYWAY, WHY REQUIRE
CAPTIONING IN THE FIRST PLACE?

J

--.
5



THE REQUIRMENTS FOR PRE-RULE PROGRAMMING SHOULD
BE REVISED

REQUIRING 75 PERCENT CAPTIONING OF LIBRARY PROGRAMMING WILL BE
TOO COSTLY

• START-UP NETWORKS RELY HEAVILY ON LIBRARY PROGRAMMING

• REQUIRING CAPTIONING OF SUCH A HIGH PERCENTAGE OF PRE-RULE
PROGRAMMING WILL DRIVE SUCH PROGRAMMING OFF THE AIR

• THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT CONGRESS WANTED TO AVOID
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